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PATENT APPLICATION 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFHCE 



In re Application of: 

MICHIHIRO IZUMl. et al. 

Application No.: 10/813,006 

Filed: March 31, 2004 

For: IMAGE COMMUNICATION 

APPARATUS AND CONTROL 
METHOD THEREOF, 
PROGRAM, AND STORAGE 
MEDIUM 



) 



Examiner: G. Garcia 
Group Art Unit: 2624 



) January 23, 2007 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



LETTER SUBMimNG PAPER S UNDER PPH PILOT PROGRAM 



Sir: 

Applicants hereby request accelerated examination of the above-identified 
application under the Patent Office's Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) Pilot Program 
based on allowed cldms of tiie Japanese application irom which the present ^plication 
claims priority under 35 U.S.C, § 119. Submitted herewith are the following documents 
for the accelerated examination: 

1) Request For Participation in PPH Pilot Program (Form PTO/SB/20) 

2) Decision to Grant a Patent (in Japanese) 

3) English Translation of Decision to Grant a Patent 

4) Japanese application allowed claims 

5) English Translation of Japanese allowed claims 

6) Verification of translations 
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7) Japanese Office Action dated September 7, 2005 (in Japanese) 

8) English translation of 09/07/05 JPO Office Action 

9) Amendment (in Japanese) to JPO OA, dated 1 1/1 1/05 

10) English Translation of 1 1/1 1/05 Amendment 

1 1) Argument (in Japanese) to JPO OA, dated I l/l 1/05 

12) English Translation of 1 1/1 1/05 Argument 

13) Second Preliminary Amendment 

14) Fee Transmittal for Amendment 



While it is not believed that a separate Petition to make special is required 
and that the Request (document 1) fulfills the requirements for such a Petition, should the 
Office determine that a separate Petition is required, this Letter should be treated as a 
Petition to make the application special under the Office's PPH Pilot Program. As set forth 
in the Request, the Petition fee should be charged to Deposit Account 50-3939. 

Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Costa Mesa, 
California office at (714) 540-8700. All correspondence should continue to be directed to 
our below-listed address. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Edward A, Kmett 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 42,746 



FrrZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 10112-2200 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 

CA.MAIN 129233V1 
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01/23/2007 16:40 FAX 714 540 9823 



FCH&S COSTA MESA 



Ii004 



PTO/SB/20 (05-06) 

Approved for use through XX/XX/XXXX. OMB 0651-OOXX 
U.S. Palenl and Trademark Office; U.S DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under (he Papaiwork Reduction Act oM995. no peraons er^ reqvindd to respond to a coOeclioo of Inlbrmafon anle$$ It displays a valid OMB control number. 



Request For Participation In The Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) Pilot Program 
Between The JPO And The USPTO 



Applicstiork No.: 



10/813,006 



First Named Inventor 



MICHIHIRO IZUORI 



Filing Date; 



03/31/2004 



Attorney DocKdt No.: 00862.023522, 



Title of the 
Invention: 



IMAGE COMMUNICATION APPARATUS AND CONTROL METHOD THEREOF, 
PROGRAM/ AND STORAGE METHOD 



This request for Participation in the PPH pilot program must be paxeo to; 

The Office of the Commissiomer for Patents at 571-273-0125 directed to the attention of A/Iagdalen Greenuef 



APPUCANT hereby requests participation in the patent PROSECUTION HIGHWAY (PPH) PILOT 

program and petitions to make the above-identified application special under the pph pilot 
program. 



The above-identified application validly claims priority under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a) and 37 CFR 1 .55 to one or more con-esponding 
JPO appIlcation(s). 

The JPO application number(s) Is/are: 2003-098042 

The filing date of the JPO applleatlon(s) is/are: 06/14/2006 



I. List of Required Documents: 

a. A copy of all JPO office actions (Including ''Decision to Grant a Patent") In the abova-identlfled JPO 
application(s). 

1X1 Is attached. 

□ Is available via Dossier Access System. Applicant hereby requests that the USPTO obtain these 
documents via the Dossier Access System. 

b. A copy of all claims which were determined to be patentable by the JPO in the above*ldentified JPO 
application(5). 

0 is attached. 

D Is available via Dossier Access System. Applicant hereby requests that the USPTO obtain these 
documents via the Dossier Access System, 

c. English translations of the documents In a. and b. above along with a statement that the English 
translations are accurate are attached. ^ 

d. Information disclosure statement listing the documents cited In the JPO office actions is attached. 
Copies of all documents are attached except for U.S. patents or U.S. patent application publications. 



This collection of information Is required by 35 U.S.C. 119, 37 CFR 1,55, and 37 CFR 1.102(d). The information is required to obtain or retain 
a tsenofit by the public, which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an eppiicatlon: Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 
CFR 1.11 and 1.14. Ihis collection is estimated to lake 2 hour^ lo complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the complsied 
appllcadon fonn to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to 
complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U S. Patent and Trademark 
Office. U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO 
THIS ADDRESS. FAX COMPLETED FORMS TO: Office of the Commissioner for Patents at STI-^TS-OiaS, Attention: Magdalen 
Greenlief. 
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REQUEST FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE PATENT PROSECUTION HIGHWAY (PPH) PILOT PROGRAM 
BETWEEN THE JPO AND THE USPTO 

(continued) 



Application No. : |l0/813fO06 
II. Claims Correspondence Table: 



First Named Inventor. I MICHIHIRO IZUQRI 



aaims in US ApplicaQon 



17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 



Patentable Claims 
In JP /M'pllcation 



Explanation regarding the correspondence 



1 


Both 


claims are same. 


2 


Same 


as 


above * 


3 


Same 


as 


above. 


4 


Same 


as 


above . 


5 


Same 


as 


above . 


6 


Same 


as 


above. 


7 


Same 


as 


above . 


8 


Same 


as 


above • 


9 


Same 


as 


above - 


10 


Same 


as 


above . 


11 


Same 


as 


above . 


12 


Same 


as 


above . 



III. All the claims in IJie OS application sufficiently correspond to the patentable/allowable claims in the 
JPO application. 



IV. Payment of Fees: 

The Commis^nor Is hereby authorized to chatgo the petition fee undi.r 37 CFR 1.17(h) a. required by 37 CFR 
1.102(d) to E Deposit Account No. .50j:v39;^y _ — . 

□ Credit Card. Credit Card Payment Form (PTO-2038) is attached. 







Signature f^^^^ — ^— j 

(SJH^veed) Edward A. Kmett 


Reqtfitrab'on Number 42/746 



Pa0e2 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Id re PATENT APPLICATION of 

Inventors: Michihiro KUMI; Takehiro YOSHIDA; Yosukc EZOMI; Hideo SATO 
AppUcation No. 10/813,006 

TiUe: IMAGE COMMUNICATION APPARATUS AND CONTROL METHOD THEREOF, 
PROGRAM, AND STORAGE MEDIUM 

VERIF[ED TRANSLATION OF DOCUMENTS CONCBRNING JAPANESE PATEN T APPLICATION 

Theundeisigned, of the below address, hereby certifies that he/she well knows both the 
English and Japanese Languages, and that the attached are accurate translations of the documents 
listed below concerning Japanese Patent Application No. 2003-098042: 

Notification of Reason for Refusal 

Argument 

Amendment 

Decision to Grant a Patent 
Final Claims 

Signed this 2§Jh day of November. 2006 




Name: Tomoko KAGA ^ 
Address: 8-1, Suigu, Fujimino-shi, Saitama-ken, 
356-0020 Japan 
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Reference No. 253711 



Dispatch No, 340899 
Dispatch Date: September 12, 2005 
Notification of Reasons for Refusal 



Patent Application No. 
Drafting Date 
JPO Examiner 
Agent / Applicant 
Applied Provision 



2003-098042 
September 7, 2005 
Seiji TESHIMA 8110 5V00 

• Yasunori OTSUKA (three others) 
Patent Law Section 29(2) 



This application is refused for the reasons mentioned 
below. If the applicant has any argument against the 
reasons, such argument should be submitted within 60 days 
from the date on which this notification was dispatched. 

Reasons 

The inventions in the claims noted below of the subject 
application are unpatentable under Patent Law Section 29(2) 
since they could have been easily made by persons who have 
common knowledge in the technical field to which the 
inventions pertain, on the basis of the inventions described 
in the publications below which were distributed prior to 
the filing of the subject application or the inventions made 
available to the public through telecommunication lines 
prior to the filing of the subject application in Japan or 
other countries. 



Note (The list of cited documents etc. is provided below) 

• Claim 1, 3, 8, 10, 15, and 16 

• Cited Documents 1 and 2 

Cited Document 1 discloses that in order to save the 
effort of inquiring a gatekeeper about an IP address 
(paragraph 0004), IP addresses are registered in association 
with telephone numbers, and that when a telephone number of 
a destination is input, it is determined whether the IP 
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address associated with the input telephone number has been 
registered, and image information of an original is 
transmitted to the destination using real-time Internet 
image information communication means if the IP address has 
been registered (paragraph 0018) . 

Cited Document 2 discloses that an ID of a printer is 
stored in a computer when e-mail is .transmitted from the 
computer to the printer; an ID confirmation mail is 
transmitted to request the ID of the printer; an ID received 
from the printer is compared with the stored ID; if they 
match, a transmission is performed; and if they do not match, 
it is determined that an address error has occurred and a 
transmission operation is terminated (paragraphs 0039 
through 0046) • 

It is perceived that the invention of the subject 
application could have easily been achieved by adding 
transmission error preventing means mentioned in Cited 
Document 2 to the invention disclosed in Cited Document 1- 

' Claims 4 and 11 

• Cited Documents 1 and 2 

Cited Document 2 discloses that a timer is set to wait 
for a response to an ID confirmation mail and a transmission 
operation is terminated when the timer has timed out 
(paragraph 0042) • 

• Claims 5 and 12 
•Cited Documents 3 and 4 

Cited Document 3 discloses that a conversion table in 
which telephone numbers and e-mail addresses are registered 
is provided for each facsimile terminal, and that once a 
telephone number is input, the telephone number is 
automatically converted into an e-mail address to perform a 
transmission (paragraph 0003) . 
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Cited Document 4 discloses that when a mail address is 
input, an IP address is retrieved from an inner table and a 
connection is established with a destination terminal using 
the retrieved IP address (paragraphs 0043 through 0048) . It 
is also disclosed that if the IP address corresponding to 
the mail address has not been registered, the IP address is 
obtained by accessing a DNS server (paragraph 0059) . 

It is perceived that if those inventions are combined, 
it could easily be conceived that an e-mail address 
(identifier) corresponding to an input telephone number is 
searched for, the DNS server is requested for an IP address 
corresponding to that e-mail address, and image 
communication is performed based on the obtained IP address. 

For the claims other than the claims specified in this 
notification of reasons for refusal, no reason for refusal 
is found at present. If any reason for refusal is found 
later, it will be notified. 

List of cited documents etc. 

1. Japanese Patent Laid-Open No, 20D3--G0836 

2. Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2000-66972 

3. Japanese Patent Laid-open No, 2001-211285 

4. Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2002-368815 



Record of the results of prior art search 

•Technical fields searched: IPC 7th Edition 

H04N1/00-1/00, 108 
H04N1/32-1/36, 101 
H04N1/42-1/44 
H04L12/00-12/26 
H04L12/50-12/66 
H04M11/00-11/10 
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G06F13/00, aSl'-ia/OO, 357 
DB name 

* Prior art document 

This record is not part of the reasons for refusal. 

Any inquiry concerning this notification or request for 
interview concerning this application should be directed to: 

Seiji TESHIMA, Image Processing Division, Fourth Patent 
Examination Department 

TEL: 03(3581)1101 (Ext. 3508), 
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1 . !|=^r^2 0 0 3 - 6 0 8 3 6-^^^^ 

2 . ItPffT 2 0 0 0 - 6 6 9 7 2#^^ 

3. !f^r^2 0 0 1 -2 1 1 2 8 5^^?g 

4. S|til2 0 0 2-3 6 8 8 \ ^Wj^. 
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[Name of Document 1 Amendment 

[Reference No.] 253711H 

[Date of Submission] November 11, 2005 

[Addressee] Commissioner of the Patent Office 

[Description of the Case] 

[Application No.] Patent Application No* 2003-9804*2 

[Person Submitting the Amendment] 
[Id. No,] 000001007 
[Name] CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA 

[Agent] 

[Id, No.] 100076428 
[Patent Attorney] 

[Name] Yasunori OTSUKA 

[Phone No.] 03-5276-3241 

[Contact] Person in Charge: Yasuhiro OTSUKA 

[Dispatch No, ] 340899 
[Amendment 1] . 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 

[Name of Item to be Amended] Claims 

[Manner of Amendment] Change 

[Content of Amendment]. 
[Claims] 

[Claim 1] An image communication apparatus comprising: 
storage means for storing IP addresses and identifiers 
of destination apparatuses in correspondence with telephone 
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numbers of the destination apparatuses; 

input acceptance means for accepting input of a 
telephone number of a destination apparatus; 

first determination means for determining whether there 
is an IP address to be stored in the storage means in 
correspondence with the accepted telephone number; 

session request transmission means for, when the first 
determination means determines that an IP address has been 
stored in correspondence with the accepted telephone number, 
transmitting a session request to the destination apparatus 
so as to start image communication using the IP address; 

session request transmission means for, when the first, 
determination means determines that no IP address has been 
stored in correspondence with the accepted telephone number^ 
transmitting a session request to a first server; 

address reception means for receiving an IP address 
corresponding to the accepted telephone number from the 
first server; and 

storage control means for storing the received IP 
address in the storage means in correspondence with the 
accepted telephone number , / . — 

[Claim 2] The image communication apparatus according to 
Claim 1/ further comprising: 

identifier request means for requesting the destination 
apparatus to transmit an identifier after the session is 
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established with the destination apparatus; 

identifier reception means for receiving the identifier 
transmitted from the destination apparatus in response to 
the request for the identifiers- 
second determination means for determining whether an 
identifier that is the same as the received identifier has 
been stored in the storage means in correspondence with the 
telephone number of the destination. apparatus; and 

suppression means for^ when the second determination 
means determines that the identifier that is the same as the 
received identifier has not been stored in the storage means 
in correspondence with the telephone number of the 
destination apparatus, suppressing image communication to 
the destination apparatus. 

[Claim 3] The image communication apparatus according to 
Claim 2, wherein when the identifier reception means does 
not receive an identifier from the destination apparatus in 
response to the. request for the identifier after an elapse 
of a predetermined period of time, 

the suppression means suppresses image communication to 
the destination 'apparatus . . 

[Claim 4] . An image communication apparatus comprising; 
storage means for storing IP addresses and identifiers 
of destination apparatuses in correspondence with telephone 
numbers of the destination apparatuses; 
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input acceptance means for accepting input of a 
telephone number of a destination apparatus; 

search means for searching the storage means for an 
identifier corresponding to the accepted telephone number; 

address request means for, when it is found as a result 
of search that the identifier corresponding to the accepted 
telephone number has been stored, requesting a second server 
to transmit an IP address corresponding to the identifiers- 
session request transmission means for transmitting a 
session request to the destination apparatus so as to start 
image communication using the IP address obtained from the 
second server in response to the address request; 

session request transmission means for, when it is 
found as a result of search that the identifier 
corresponding to the accepted telephone number has not been 
stored, transmitting a session request to a first server; 

identifier reception means for receiving the identifier 
corresponding to the accepted telephone number from the 
first server; and 

storage control means for storing the received 
identifier in the storage means ♦ 

[Claim 5] The image communication apparatus according to 
Claim 4_r wherein the received identifier . is contained in a 
response transmitted from the destination apparatus in 
response to the session request, and the response is 
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transmitted from the destination apparatus to the image 
communication apparatus via the first server. 

[Claim 6] A method of controlling an image communication 
apparatus, the method comprising: 

a step of storing IP addresses and identifiers of 
destination apparatuses in correspondence with telephone 
numbers of the destination apparatuses; 

an input acceptance step of accepting input of a 
telephone number of a destination apparatus;. 

a first determination step of determining whether an IP 
address corresponding to the accepted telephone number has 
been stored in the storage step; 

a session request transmission step of transmitting^ 
when it is determined in the first determination step that 
the IP address corresponding to the accepted telephone 
number has been stored, a session request to the destination 
apparatus so as to start image communication using the IP 
address; 

a session request transmission step of transmitting, 
when it is determined in the first determination step that 

IP address corresponding to the accepted telephone 
number has not been stored, a session request to a first 
server; and 

an address reception step of receiving the IP address 
corresponding to the accepted telephone number from the 
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first server^ 

wherein in the storage step, the received IP address is 
stored ^i n correspondence with the accepted telephone number . 

[Claim 2] The method of controlling an image 
communication apparatus according to Claim 6, further 
comprising: 

an identifier request step of requesting the 
destination apparatus to transmit an identifier after the 
session is established with the destination apparatus;- 

an identifier reception step of receiving the 
identifier transmitted from the destination apparatus in 
response to the request for the identifier; 

a second determination step of determining whether an 
identifier that is the same as the received identifier has 
been stored in correspondence with the telephone number of 
the destination apparatus in the storage step; and 

a suppression step of suppressing, when it is 
determined in the second determination step that the 
identifier that is the same as the received identifier has 
not been stored in correspondence with the telephone number 
of the. destination apparatus, image communication .to the 
destination apparatus. 

[Claim 8^] The method of controlling an image 
communication apparatus according to Claim 7, wherein when 
an identifier is not received in the identifier reception 
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Step from the destination apparatus in response to the 
request for the identifier after an elapse of a 
predetermined period of time, 

the suppression step suppresses image communication to 
the destination apparatus. 

[Claim 9] A method of controlling an image communication 
apparatus^ the method comprising; 

a storage step of storing IP addresses and identifiers 
of destination apparatuses in correspondence with telephone 
numbers of the destination apparatuses; 

an input acceptance step of accepting input of a 
telephone number of a destination apparatus; 

a determination step of determining whether an 
identifier corresponding to the accepted telephone number 
has been stored in the storage step; 

an address request- step of requesting, when it is 
determined that the identifier corresponding to the accepted 
telephone number has been stored, a second server to 
transmit an IP address corresponding to the identifier; 

a session request transmission step of transmitting a 
session request to the destination apparatus so. as to start 
image communication using the IP address obtained from the 
second server in response to the address request; 

a session request transmission step of transmitting, 
when it .is determined that the identifier corresponding to 
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the accepted telephone number has not been stored^ a session 
request to a first server; and 

an identifier reception step of receiving the 
identifier corresponding to the accepted telephone nuirOper 
from the first server^ 

wherein in the storage step, the received identifier is 
stored , 

[Claim 10] The method of controlling an image 
communication apparatus according to Claim 9, wherein the 
received identifier is contained in a response transmitted ■ 
from the destination apparatus in response to the session 
request, and the response is transmitted from the 
destination apparatus to the image communication apparatus 
via the first server. 

[Claim 11] . A control program of an image communication 
apparatus for allowing a computer to execute the method of 
controlling an image communication apparatus according to 
any of Claims 6 through 10. 

[Claim 12] A computer readable storage medium storing the 
control program of an image communication apparatus 
according to Claim 11 , 

[Amendment 2 ] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0013 
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[Manner of Amendment] Change 
[0013] 

[Means for Solving the Problems] 

In order to overcome the above-described problems, 
according to an aspect of the present . invention, there is 
provided an apparatus including storage means for storing IP 
addresses and identifiers of destination apparatuses in 
correspondence with telephone numbers of the destination 
apparatuses; input acceptance means for accepting input of a 
telephone number of a destination apparatus; first 
determination means for determining whether there is an IP 
address to be stored in the storage means in correspondence 
with the accepted telephone number; session request 
transmission means for, when the first determination means 
determines that an IP address has been stored in 
correspondence with the accepted telephone number, 
transmitting a session request to the destination apparatus 
so as to start image communication using the IP address; 
session request transmission means for^ when the first 
determination means determines that no IP address has been 
stored in correspondence with the .accepted telephone number^ 
transmitting a session request to a first server; address 
recepti on means for receiving an IP address corresponding to 
the acc epted telephone number from the first server; and 
storage control means for storing the received IP address in 
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the storage means in correspondence with the accepted 
telephone number , 

[Amendment 3] 

[Name of Document to be Amended] Specification 
[Name of Item to be Amended] 0014 
[Manner of Amendment] Change . 
[Content of Amendment] 
[0014] 

In order to overcome the above-described problems^ 
according to another aspect of the present invention, there 
is provided an apparatus including storage means for storing 
IP addresses and identifiers of destination apparatuses in 
correspondence with telephone numbers of the destination 
apparatuses; input acceptance means for accepting input of a 
telephone number of a destination apparatus; search means 
for searching the storage means for an identifier 
corresponding to the accepted telephone number; address 
request means for^ when it is found as a result of search 
that the identifier corresponding to the accepted telephone 
number has been stored, requesting a second server . to 
transmit an IP address corresponding to the identifier; 
session request transmission means for transmitting a 
session request to the destination apparatus so as to start 
image communication using the IP address obtained from the 
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second server in response to the address request; session 
reques t transmission means for, when It is found as a result 
of search that the identifier corresponding to the accepted 
telephone nurta:)er has not been stored, transmitting a session 
request to a first server; identifier reception means for 
receivi ng the identifier corresponding to the accepted 
telephone number from the first server; and storage control 
means for storing the received identifier in the storage 
means , 
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[Name of Document] Argument 
[Reference No.] 2537111 
[Date of Submission] November 11, 2005 
[Addressee] Examiner of the Patent Office, 

Seiji TESHIMA 
[Description of the Case] 

[Application No.] Patent Application No. 2003-98042 

[Applicant for Patent] 

[Id. No.] 

[Name] 
[Agent ] 

[Id. No,]' 

[Patent Attorney] 

[Name] 

[ Phone No . ] 

[Contact] 
[Dispatch No. ] 
[Content of Argument] 

(1) Content of Notification of Reasons for Refusal 

In the notification of reasons for refusal dispatched 
September 12, 2005., Japanese Patent. Laid-Open . No* 2003-60836 
(Cited Document 1), Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2000-66972 
(Cited Document 2), Japanese Patent Laid-Open No.. 2001- 
211285 (Cited Document 3), and Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 
2002-368815 (Cited Document 4) are cited as references^ and 
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Claims 1, 3 to 5, B, 10 to 12, 15, and 16 as originally 
filed are rejected for lack of inventive step. 

(2) Amendraent of Claims to Overcome Reasons for Refusal 

The claims are amended in the amendment filed herewith. 
The correspondence between the claims before and after 
amendment is as follows: 



Before Amendment After Amendment 



Claim 
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Claim 1 
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Claim 
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15 
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Claim 11 
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Claim 16 -> Claim 12 

In the above amendment, Claims 2r 6, 9, and 13, which 
are not rejected, are combined into. Claims 1, 5, 8, and 12 
before amendment, which are independent claims, respectively. 
Since Claims 2, 6, 9, and 13 are canceled as a result of 
their combination, a further amendment is made by 
renumbering the claims , 

We believe that the amendments to the claims are made 
within the scope disclosed by the specification as 
originally filed and will be acceptable since no new matter 
is added. 

We consider that all the reasons for refusal over Cited 
Documents 1 through 4 will be overcome by combining the 
claims that are not rejected into the independent claims in 
the amendments of the claims. 

(3) Conclusion 

As stated above, the invention of the subject 
application as amended has a sufficient difference in 
structure from the cited documents, and, because of the 
difference, will achieve advantages specific to the 
invention of the subject application^ which are not 
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achievable by the inventions disclosed in the cited 
documents. 

Thus^ we respectfully request you to perform further 
examination on the subject application as amended and to 
grant a patent- 
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Japanese Patent Nol 3826107 
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[Claims] 
[Claim 1] 

An image coinmunication apparatus comprising: 

storage means for storing IP addresses and identifiers 
of destination apparatuses in correspondence with telephone 
numbers of the destination apparatuses; 

input acceptance means for accepting input of a 
telephone number of a destination apparatus; 

first determination means for determining whether ther6 
is an IP address to be stored in the storage means in 
correspondence with the accepted telephone number; 

session request transmission means for, when the first 
determination means determines that an IP address has been 
stored in correspondence with the accepted telephone number, 
transmitting a session request to the destination apparatus 
so as to start image communication using the IP address; 

session request transmission means for, when the first 
determination means determines that no IP address has been 
stored in correspondence- with the accepted telephone number^ 
transmitting a session request. to a first server; 

address reception means for receiving an IP address 
corresponding to the accepted telephone number from the 
first server; and 
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storage control means for storing the received IP 
address in the storage means in correspondence with the 
accepted telephone number, 
[Claim 2] 

The image communication apparatus according to Claim 1, 
further comprising: 

identifier request means for requesting the destination 
apparatus to transmit an identifier after the session is 
established with the destination apparatus; 

identifier reception means for receiving the identifier 
transmitted from the destination apparatus in response to 
the request for the identifiers- 
second determination means for determining whether an 
identifier that is the same as the received identifier has 
been stored in the storage means in correspondence with the 
telephone number of the destination apparatus; and 

suppression means for, when the second determination 
means determines that the identifier that is the same as the 
received identifier has not been stored in the storage means 
in correspondence with the telephone number of the 
destination apparatus, suppressing image communication to 
the destination apparatus* 
[Claim 3] 

The image communication apparatus according to Claim 2,. 
' wherein when the identifier reception means does not receive 
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an identifier from the destination apparatus in response to 
the request for the identifier after an elapse of a 
predetermined period of time, 

the suppression means suppresses image communication to 
the destination apparatus. 
[Claim 4] 

An image communication apparatus comprising: 

storage means for storing IP addresses and identifiers 
of destination apparatuses in correspondence with telephone 
numbers of the destination apparatuses; 

input acceptance means for. accepting input of a 
telephone number of a destination apparatus; 

search means for searching the storage means for an 
identifier corresponding to the accepted telephone number; 

address request means for, when it is found as a result 
of search that the identifier corresponding to the accepted 
telephone number has been stored,- requesting a second server 
to transmit an IP address corresponding to the identifier; 

session request transmission means for transmitting a 
session request to the destination apparatus so as to start 
image communication using the IP address obtained from the 
second server in response to the address request; 

session request transmission means for, when it is 
found as a result of search that the identifier 
corresponding to the accepted telephone number has not been 
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storedr transmitting a session request to a first servers- 
identifier reception means for receiving the identifier 

corresponding to the accepted telephone nuinber . f rom the 

first server; and 

storage control means for storing the received 

identifier in the storage means. 

[Claim 5] 

The image communication apparatus according to Claim 4, 
wherein -the received identifier is contained in a response 
transmitted from the destination apparatus in response to 
the session request^ and the response is transmitted from 
the destination apparatus to the image communication 
apparatus via the first server. 
[Claim 6] 

A method of controlling an image communication 
apparatus, the method comprising: 

a step of storing IP addresses and identifiers of 
destination apparatuses in correspondence with telephone 
numbers of the destination apparatuses; 

an input acceptance step of accepting input of a 
telephone number of a destination apparatus; 

a first determination step of determining whether an IP 
address corresponding to the accepted telephone niomber has 
been stored in the storage step; 

a session request transmission step of transmitting, 
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when it is determined in the first determination step that 
the IP address corresponding to the accepted telephone 
number has been stored^ a session request to the destination 
apparatus so as to start image communication using the IP 
address; 

a session request transmission step of transmitting, 
when it is determined in the first determination step that 
the IP address corresponding to the accepted telephone 
number has not been stored^ a session request to a first 
server; and 

an address reception step of receiving the IP address 
corresponding to the accepted telephone number from .the 
first server^ 

wherein in the storage step, the received IP address is 
stored in correspondence with the accepted telephone number. 
[Claim 7]. 

The method of controlling an image communication 
apparatus according to Claim 6, further comprising; 

an identifier request step of requesting the 
destination apparatus to transmit an identifier after the 
session is established with the destination apparatus; 

an identifier reception step of receiving the 
identifier transmitted from the destination apparatus in 
response to the request for the identifier; 

a second determination step of determining whether an 
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identifier that is the same as the received identifier has 
been stored in correspondence with the telephone number of 
the destination apparatus in the storage step; and 
a suppression step of suppressing, when it is 
determined in the second determination step that the 
identifier that is the same as the received identifier has 
hot been stored in correspondence with the telephone number 
of the destination apparatus, image communication to the 
destination apparatus . 
[Claim 8] 

The method of controlling an image communication 
apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein when an identifier 
is not received in the identifier reception step from the 
destination apparatus in response to the request for the 
identifier after an elapse of a predetermined period of time, 

the suppression step suppresses image communication to 
the destination apparatus - 
[Claim 9] 

A method of controlling an image communication 
apparatus, the method comprising; 

a storage step of storing IP addresses and identifiers 
of destination apparatuses in correspondence with telephone 
numbers of the destination apparatuses; 

an input acceptance step of accepting input of a 
telephone number of a destination apparatus; 
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a determination step of determining* whether an 
identifier corresponding to the accepted telephone number 
has been stored in the storage step; 

an address request step of requesting, when it is 
determined that the identifier corresponding to the accepted 
telephone number has been stored, a second server to 
transmit an IP address corresponding to the identifier; 

a session request transmission step of transmitting a 
session request to the destination apparatus so as to start 
image communication using the IP address obtained from the 
second server in response to the address request; 

a session request transmission step of transmitting, 
when it is determined that the identifier corresponding to 
the accepted telephone number has not been stored, a session 
request to a first server; and 

an identifier reception step of receiving the 
identifier corresponding to the accepted telephone number 
from the first server, 

wherein in the storage step, the received identifier is 
stored. 
[Claim 10] 

The method of controlling an image communication 
apparatus according to Claim 9, wherein the received 
identifier is contained in a response transmitted from the 
destination apparatus in response to the session request. 
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and the response is transmitted from the destination 
apparatus to the image communication apparatus via the first 
server ♦ 
[Claim 11] 

A control program of an image communication apparatus 
for allowing a computer to execute the method of controlling 
an image communication apparatus according to any of Claims 
6 through 10. 
[Claim 12] 

A computer readable storage -medivim storing the control 
program of. an image communication apparatus according to 
Claim 11, 
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